spective from which to assess this 
henotheism of the American way. 
Neuhaus lifts his readers in a vortex 
of theological excitement to heav- 
enly heights only to land them back 
in territory already charted by Nor- 
man Podhoretz and Irving Kristol. 

In conclusion, The Naked Public 
Square may be a useful book for 
those seeking to persuade the reli- 
gious right to be less fanatical. It 
may also provide a case study in how 
secular ideologues have converted a 
Lutheran pastor to a Christ of Cul- 
ture social ethic. 

But if one is looking for studies of 

religion, politics, and democratic 
culture, there are many better books 
to read first. On religious toleration, 
I would recommend John Murray 
Cuddihy’s No Offense and Robert 
Jewetts’ Christian Tolerance. On the 
place of religious belief and morality 
in democracy, John Courtney Mur- 
ray’s We Hold These Truths is yet to 
be surpassed. 
Robert Bellah’s Habits of the 
Heart, with its sociological evidence 
for the corrupting power of liberal 
individualism, will give a far more 
accurate representation of the cur- 
rent state of American morals than 
Neuhaus does. Martin Marty’s The 
Public Church will provide a needed 
counterpoint to Neuhaus’s single- 
minded concern with right-wing 
evangelicalism, demonstrating the 
emergence of an ecumenical consen- 
sus on social ethical issues. Unfortu- 
nately, for its part, The Naked 
Public Square only offers its readers 
an extraordinary case study of the 
neo-conservative subversion of 
Christian faith. « 


Drew Christiansen, S.J. 
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